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our horse is
lame. You
took him
out of his
stall and he
didn’t look right; you got on him and
he didn’t feel right. Instead of swing-
ing along in his smooth, long walk,
he seemed to mince. When you
picked up the trot, you felt a hitch in
his two-beat rhythm. Worried, you
called out to a fellow boarder riding
around the ring: “Does he look off
to you?”

“Y-yes,” she said, watching you trot
for several strides. “Well — no. Well —
let me see him trot again.”

You jumped off and started jogging
your horse on what was to be one of
many passes up and down the long
side of the ring, craning your neck
back to watch him and listening to ad-
vice from every bystander.

At the end of ten minutes, your
horse was bored, you were tired, and
you still had no idea where he was
lame. It’s not surprising that you
didn’t — locating lameness isn’t an
easy thing to do. A horse can be just
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It’s not magic,
but logic, that
leads the
experienced eye
to the site of
unsoundness.
Following this
step-by-step
system from top
veterinarian
Steve Soule, you
can locate
lameness too.

the slightest bit lame or not show
lameness in every stride; he can be
lame on some types of ground but
not others; he can be lame in more
than one leg. He can be lame with-
out any bump, heat, or swelling to
mark the spot; he can appear lame
at the trot but not at the canter or
walk. Many experienced horsemen
can tell where a horse is hurting by
watching him move, yet be unable
to say how they arrived at the con-
clusion, and two experienced lame-
ness veterinarians can look at the
same lameness, come to the same
conclusion, but cite different rea-
sons for arriving there.

Locating lameness s something of
an art. But there’s a systematic way
of tracking down the most likely site
of your horse’s pain. I'll show you the
procedure I use to determine the site
of lameness — a procedure I've de-
veloped and honed during seventeen
years as a veterinarian specializing in
equine unsoundnesses. Using it, you
may not be able to diagnose the ulti-
mate cause of your horse’s problem
(experience — and equipment, such
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